
munity and made a significant and very 
lasting impact on Hamilton,” said John 
Guidugli, president / CEO of the 
Hamilton Community Foundation.

“From the beginning, Mabel and Francis 
Wilks instilled in their children a strong 
sense of independence, ambition and 
love of community. All four of their chil-
dren (Marguarite, Francis, Harry and Bill) 
and their grandchildren and great-grand-
children have worked to make Hamilton 
a better place to live,” said Dave Belew.  
Bill Wilks accepted the award on behalf 
of the family, saying, “Our family has 
been fortunate in so many ways and I 

The David L. Belew Legacy Award was 
given this year to the Wilks Family at the 
Foundation’s Annual Meeting on 
September 19th.
   
The award is named for long time com-
munity and foundation leader David L. 
Belew.  Previous recipients have includ-
ed Dave Belew, the Parrish Family, Joel 
and Marilyn Schmidt, Ralph “Pat“ 
Carruthers, Joe Marcum, the Fitton 
Family and Thomas B. Rentschler.

The award is given annually by the 
Hamilton Community Foundation to an 
individual or family to recognize signifi-
cant contributions of time, talent, and 
treasure for the benefit of the greater 
Hamilton community and the Hamilton 
Community Foundation. “Guided by a 
strong sense of independence, ambi-
tion and love of community the entire 
Wilks family has given back to this com-

 Building a better community through creative philanthropy, vision and leadership

Pathways  
Givingto

want to sincerely thank the Hamilton 
Community Foundation for this recogni-
tion and the city of Hamilton for being 
supportive of our endeavors.”

“I am very proud of my family’s contri-
bution and devotion to the City of 
Hamilton,” adds Craig Wilks. “Together 
with the efforts of many community 
organizations, city leadership and citi-
zens all working to achieve common 
goals, the future for Hamilton is extreme-
ly bright.”     

Annual 
Meeting
 page 4-5

 Therapy Horses
      on the Move 
         page 3

Dr. Greg Crawford 
   Speaks at National 
       Philanthrophy Day
          page 7
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WILKS FAMILY 
Receives David L. Belew Legacy Award

The extended Wilks family gathered on the lawn of the Lane-Hooven House before the annual 
meeting.  Back row, from left to right: Barbara Wilks, Joe Lanni, Sarah Struever, John Lanni, Nanci 
Lanni, Nick Lanni, Judy Wilks, Craig Wilks, Michael Chou, Stephanie Wilks. Front row, from left to 
right: Tari Wilks Collins, Bill Wilks, Tricia Chou and Susan Wilks.  

David L. Belew (right) congratulates Bill Wilks. 
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Seventeen educators were recognized as “Educators of Excellence” 
at the 15th annual Hamilton Celebrates Education event.

• Rachel Ahonen, Intervention Specialist/Teacher, Bridgeport Elementary 

• Sharon Berger, Fifth Grade Math/Science Teacher, Linden Elementary 

• Kristie Bunger, Speech and Language Pathologist, Brookwood Elementary 

• Mindee Callahan, Student and Family Support Specialist, Ridgeway Elementary  

• Elizabeth Carlson, Science Teacher, Hamilton High School

• Sue Ernst, Sixth Grade Language Arts Teacher, Crawford Woods Elementary

• Laura Francisco, First Grade Teacher, Immanuel Lutheran School

• Stephanie Geiger, Eighth Grade Math Teacher, Wilson Middle School 

• Heather Hart, Kindergarten Teacher, St. Peter in Chains 

• Emily Howard, Art Teacher, Highland Elementary

• Susan Lindsey, Kindergarten Teacher, St. Ann Catholic School

• Joseph Muhlberg, Eighth Grade English Language Arts Teacher, Garfield Middle School 

• Allison Perkins, Kindergarten to First Grade Transition Teacher, Riverview Elementary 

• Rhonda Shepherd, Intervention Teacher, St. Joseph Consolidated School

• Robin Szary, English Language Arts Teacher/Intermediate Literacy Coach, 
  Fairwood Elementary  

• Sara Thompson, English Teacher, Stephen T. Badin High School

• Karlen Topping, Library Media Specialist, Hamilton Freshman School

This year, the event had a new format, with each school in Hamilton was invited to 
choose an outstanding educator  to be named an “Educator of Excellence.” Each 
honoree received a $1,000 grant for their use in their classroom or school and a 
piece of custom glass art made by InsideOut Studio. Harry Wilks, a local attorney and 
benefactor, had a lifelong belief in the importance of education and established a 
fund to recognize outstanding educators in our community. 

HARRY T. WILKS HAMILTON CELEBRATES EDUCATION EVENT

Educators of Excellence gather at the 2017 Hamilton Celebrates Education event.  Back row, from 
left to right:  Sue Ernst, Laura Francisco, Joseph Muhlberg, Allison Perkins, Sharon Berger, Mindee 
Callahan, Susan Lindsey, Elizabeth Carlson, Kristie Bunger and Stephanie Geiger. Front row, left 
to right: Rachel Ahonen, Robin Szary, Heather Hart, Rhonda Shepherd, Emily Howard, Sara 
Thompson and Karlen Topping. 

Willy Philhower of Hamilton High School 

Louyia Anthony  of 
Brookwood 
Elementary School 

Holli Keillor of Hamilton 
High School 

Kateri Wielgos and Ryan Madden of Stephen T. 
Badin High School 

Students Entertain 
Educators



Counseling Department is 
studying the benefits the 
horses bring to people.  
“We hear from teachers all 
the time about the calming 
effect the horses have on 
their students. Many talk 
about the ability of students 
to communicate being 
much better while we are 
there and the sense of joy 
they express,” says Seven 
Oaks President Lisa Moad. 
“Our seniors in nursing 
homes also react the same way.  Many go from being despon-
dent to talking and smiling,” she adds.  

The mini therapy horses program began three years ago when 
the Seven Oaks Farm staff noticed that all ages of visitors had a 
natural curiosity about these special little animals. “People 
wanted to pet them and many expressed how relaxing it was just 
to watch them,” says Lisa.  Twenty miniature horses now call the 
farm home. 

An $80,000 grant the Hamilton Community Foundation made to 
the Seven Oaks Miniature Therapy Horses earlier this year is mak-
ing a big impact for all ages.  Made possible by an anonymous 
donation to the Foundation, the funding allowed Seven Oaks to 
buy a new, fuel efficient van to transport the horses, and to pay 
for a full time handler.  The result is that Seven Oaks’ therapeutic 
visits are doubling – from 200 in 2016 to 400 by the end of 
2017.  

Seven Oaks provides mobile therapeutic services to children and 
adults at nursing homes and hospices, and educational programs 
at local police and fire departments, schools and universities.  
Because of the horses’ compact size, they can enter facilities such 
as nursing homes and even ride on elevators. 

The horses participate in programs with children who are autistic 
or developmentally disabled. The school outreach anti-bullying 
program, “Say Whoa to Bullying!” receives more visit requests 
than  can be filled. There are also requests from organizations 
that provide counseling for battered and abused women.

The positive mental, physical and emotional benefits for those 
who participate in Seven Oaks’ programs are only now just being 
discovered. Currently, Miami University’s Psychology and 

3

MINIATURE HORSES Make Big Impact with Foundation’s Help

The team from Seven Oaks Farm with the new van they were able to 
purchase with a grant from the Hamilton Community Foundation.
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FOUNDATION HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING ON THE PLAZA! 

For the first time, the Hamilton Community Foundation 
held its annual meeting outside in front of the Lane-Hooven 
House on Third Street Plaza.
 
At the annual meeting, Board Chair Heather Lewis thanked three 
outgoing trustees: Sara Carruthers, Jim Fitton and Herman 
“Sandy” Sanders for their combined 27 years of board service.

Three new board members were elected. Bob Long, Helen “Niki” 
Motley and Cynamon Trokhan are the newest members of the 
Hamilton Community Foundation board.  

Mayor Pat Moeller and City Manager Joshua Smith presented the 
Foundation with a Proclamation recognizing many accomplish-
ments of the Foundation and presented a Key to the City to 
Heather Lewis and John Guidugli.  Mayor Moeller referred to the 
Foundation as the City’s “guardian angel” due to its support of 
numerous programs and projects benefitting virtually every citi-
zen in greater Hamilton.  The proclamation reads, in part “Since 
their founding in 1951 the Foundation has awarded over $125 
million in community grants for notable projects and programs 
in Hamilton.” 

Mayor Pat Moeller, Hamilton Community Foundation President/
CEO John Guidugli, Foundation Board Chair Heather Lewis and 
City Manager Joshua Smith with the Proclamation presented to the 
Foundation. 

Vera Koehler, Caroline Musekamp, Stephanie Wilks and Ellen Reister 
visit at the annual meeting.

Cindy Dingeldein, Niki Motley and Patti Froelke enjoy the reception.

Nanci Lanni, Ingrid Sanders, Sandy Sanders and 
Craig Wilks enjoyed each other’s company.
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FOUNDATION 
WELCOMES 
New Board Members

Members of the Foundation’s Youth Philanthropy Committee pause for a photo during the 
annual meeting.  Back row, from left to right: Lance Wetta, Micah Levitsky, Levi Grimm, Garrett 
Eldridge, Elias Tzoc, Marylynn Koons, Belle Munafo and Ellie Naehring.  From row, from left to 
right: Kenny Pendergest, Emma Dingeldein, Ben Kline, Isabel Dingeldein, Wyatt Grimm and 
Michael Rivera. (Not shown: Nikolas Jackson Acus, Sierra Ivy, Morgan Mayer, Daniel Sutton and 
Grace Taylor).     

Three community members have each been 
appointed to three year terms on the 
Hamilton Community Foundation’s Board Of 
Trustees.   

Bob Long is a retired 
instructor at Miami University 
and former news director at 
WMUB-FM.  He is an active 
volunteer in the community 
with interests in youth phi-
lanthropy and solving hunger 
issues. 

  
Helen “Niki” Motley  
volunteers with several 
organizations including Boys 
and Girls Club of Hamilton, 
the Women’s Fund of the 
Hamilton Community 
Foundation and One City 
One Book. 

Cynamon Trokhan is an 
attorney with Parrish, 
Marcum & Trokhan Co., LPA, 
is Vice Chair of the Greater 
Hamilton Chamber of 
Commerce and volunteers in 
the community.      

Dan and Marilyn Antenen enjoyed the 
beautiful weather on Third Street Plaza.

Bob Long talks with Jack and Shirley Moser.

Pat Everhart, Michael Mewhirter, Joe Belew and Phyllis Snyder pause for a 
quick photo during the reception.

Sarah Carruthers and Neil Millikin catch up 
at the reception.
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those same assets to family, up to 35 percent of their value is 
taxable.  In this case, instead of supporting your community, 
you are “donating” to the IRS!     

Giving Through Your Life 
Insurance Policy
Your life insurance policy can become a charitable asset when 
you name the Hamilton Community Foundation (or your fund 
at the Foundation), as a beneficiary of your policy’s death 
benefit.  It is a simple and generous option for a policy you no 
longer need.      
    
Consider adding the Hamilton Community Foundation to your 
estate plan!  It is a great way to support the causes you care 
about and take care of your family, too.  

Planned giving, or giving through your estate, allows you to 
look ahead and ensure that you and your family are secure 
now while supporting the causes you care about.  Planned 
giving can help you make a difference in your community for 
future generations.

Giving Through Your Will
Giving to the Hamilton Community Foundation through your 
will or revocable living trust allows you to feel good about your 
contribution now. Other benefits include:

Flexibility, since you are not actually making the gift now; 

Versatility, to structure the bequest to leave a certain item or 
amount of money, to make the gift contingent on certain 
events, or to leave a percentage of your estate to us; 
  
Tax relief, as your estate will be entitled to an estate tax 
charitable deduction for the gift’s fair market value. 

To ensure that your family is financially cared for first, and to 
allow for emergencies, consider making a bequest that is a 
percentage of your estate. This will ensure that your gift 
remains proportionate no matter how your estate’s value fluc-
tuates over the years.
 
Giving Through Your 
Retirement Plan Assets
When you name the Hamilton Community Foundation (or 
your fund at the Hamilton Community Foundation), as a ben-
eficiary of all or part of your retirement plan assets, such as a 
401k, you do not part with a single penny today.  Here’s 
another benefit:  If a charitable organization such as the 
Hamilton Community Foundation receives your retirement 
funds, income taxes on that money is eliminated. If you leave 

The season For Year end gIVING 

Your 2017
Year-End Giving

Now is the time to make sure you have 
accomplished your charitable goals for 2017!  
You still have time to make decisions that will 
result in tax savings, other financial benefits 
and the satisfaction of maximizing your gifts. 

To discuss your year-end gifts,
contact us at 

(513)863-1717. 
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FOUNDATION EXECUTIVE Speaks at National Conference

Hamilton Community Foundation Vice President Katie Braswell 
spoke in October at bbcon, the premiere technology confer-
ence of more than 3,000 fundraisers, marketers and nonprofit 
executives. The conference “where technology and social good 
meet” is held annually to inspire and 
highlight today’s trends and tomorrow’s 
tech innovations.

Held in Baltimore, bbcon was sponsored 
by Blackbaud, a software company and 
owner of AcademicWorks. Two years ago, 
the Foundation began using 
AcademicWorks to organize its large 
scholarship program.

Since awarding its first scholarship in 
1954, all Hamilton Community 
Foundation scholarship applications were 
submitted on paper. As the scholarship 
program grew, the paper applications 
became unwieldy.

“Using AcademicWorks software is easy for students as they no 
longer have to submit a separate application for each scholar-
ship,“ says Katie.

In its first year using the software, the Foundation saw an 
increase in student scholarship applica-
tions.  Anticipating an even bigger increase 
in 2017, the Foundation added some 20 
volunteer application reviewers to help 
with the workload.

Volunteer scholarship reviewers can now 
review scholarship applications electroni-
cally from anywhere.
  

Katie Braswell (left) with Brandon Phipps of 
Academic Works and Vanessa Bell of The 
Baltimore Community College Foundation. 

FOUNDATION HONORS DONORS AT PHILANTHROPY DAY 
The Hamilton Community Foundation honored some of its most special donors as it 
hosted Butler County National Philanthropy Day in Hamilton November 17th at the 
Courtyard by Marriott.

The event was presented in conjunction with all of the Butler County Community 
Foundations and the Butler County Development Roundtable.  Attending the event 
were more than 250 donors and representatives of the nonprofit organizations they 
support. 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Gregory Crawford, president of Miami University and the 
event’s emcee was John Lomax of Good Morning Cincinnati. 

The donors the Hamilton 
Community Foundation 
chose to honor this year are:
Minerva  Abbott
Linda DiBenedetto
Rick Flick
Patti Froelke
Clarence Huening
Dr. Carole Kuhn
Nate and Paula Lampley
Dana and Martha Mehl
Jack Moser and Shirley Moser
Phil and Karen Pflaumer
Marva Sherman
Dr. Nate Sherman
Jack and Karen Whalen

To apply for a 2018 Hamilton 
Community Foundation Scholarship: 
Go to hamiltonfoundation.org starting 
December 22, 2017 to apply. Online 
application deadline: January 22, 2018.

HCF donors were honored at the National Philanthropy 
Day luncheon November 17th.  Pictured back row, left 
to right: Phil Pflaumer, Karen Pflaumer, Jack Moser, 
Linda DiBenendetto, Dr. Nate Sherman, Dana Mehl, 
Martha Mehl, Rick Flick, Clarence Huening. Front 
Row, left to right: Shirley Moser, Minerva Abbott, 
Marva Sherman, Patti Froelke and Dr. Carole Kuhn.



319 N. Third Street

Hamilton, OH  45011

513.863.1717

hamiltonfoundation.org

Address corrrection requested
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Go to hamiltonfoundation.org starting 
December 22, 2017 to apply for Hamilton 
Community Foundation’s scholarships for 
graduating high school seniors. Online 
application deadline: January 22, 2018

FOUNDATION MISSION STATEMENT 
“Building a better community through creative 

philanthropy, vision and leadership.” 

FOUNDATION VISION STATEMENT 
“Continue to be the trusted resource for growing philanthropy 

and leading change to improve our community.” 

The Hamilton Community Foundation was created 
on Christmas Eve 1951, when a small group of 

friends gathered to sign the incorporating papers.  
The group included W. Otis Briggs, Jr., who would 
become the Foundation’s Executive Director, Cyrus 
J. Fitton, William Murstein, Huntington V. Parrish, 

Frederick A. Reister, Robert M. Sohngen, and 
William J. Wolf.  The initial gift of $5,000 

was provided by William Murstein.

Did you know?

HOLIDAY FLEA
Shopping, music and holiday cheer.  Third 
Street Plaza, Hamilton’s German Village.
Saturday, December 9 (5 to 9 p.m.)   


